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..OENSATIONAL!
Capitol Records presents
superb on-the-strip

recordings of the big-time
championship drag races.

THE

TRADE MARK CAFITOL RECORDS INC
REGD USER EM i LTD BlG
ASK YOUR RECORD DEALER TODAY
OR WRITE TO THE ADDRESS BELOW SOUNDS OF

FOR FULL DETAILS THE  DRAGS:! sponsored hy “THE PEOPLE”

OF THIS NEW MONO LP RECORDING You can all but see the big,
bad draggin' machines as

you hear them

scorch the asphalt.

THE STOCKERS

THE ROADSTERS

L
..the ten.sl:a final moments of organlzed hy the

THE BIG ELIMINATIONS,
and plenty more

Here's a variety of great BRITISH DRAG RAGING
sounds, featuring everything
from the big, blown AA sso c IATI 0 N

dragsters to the
super-stock automatics.

It's the ultimate in
audio-motive excitement!

(includoe narmtion and original track
rnnouncements for your comploto onjoyment)

EM) RECORDS LTD., EM.I. HOUSE, 20 MANCHESTER SQUARE, LONDON, W.1.




Foreword

by Sydney Allard

President, British Drag Racing Association

Having for many years built and competed with cars
powered by large American engines, I was tempted in 1961
to build a dragster to the American pattern.

The interest from all quarters shown in the car clearly
indicated that considerable enthusiasm in the American
sport of Drag Racing was building up in this country and
this was confirmed when two American dragsters came to
England last September.

This most successful visit led us to arrange the Drag
Festival which you are here to see, to which we are delighted
to welcome the U.S. Drag Racing Team captained by no
other than DANTE DUCE who made so many friends over

here last September.

Whilst the American cars represent the world’s top
contenders 1n Drag Racing, we hope to show you a repre-
sentative field of all types of cars and motorcycles to
cmphasice that this exciting sport of racing side by side
over the standing quarter mile is not only restricted to
costly racing machinery.

We very much hope that you enjoy your first real taste
of Drag Racing !

Introducing the

BRITISH DRAG RACING ASSOCIATION
by Gerry Belton

General Manager, British Drag Festival
Secretary, British Drag Racing Association

HE month of September, 1963 saw the opening of a new chapter

T of British Motor Sport when Dean Moon, of Los Angeles,

California, brought his blown Chevrolet V8 powered dragster

“ Mooneyes ”’ to England, to challenge Sydney Allard’s British dragster
to a short series of match races over the standing quarter mile.

World Land Speed Record contender Mickey Thompson also flew
in from the States with his 1,000 b.h.p. Ford-powered dragster and set
up Europe’s fastest standing quarter mile to that date with a dramatic
8.84 seconds and 178 m.p.h. run.

The wvisit of these, the first American dragsters ever seen in Britain
revealed a tremendous build-up of interest in this country in the
hitherto all-American sport of Drag Racing. Thus encouraged, a small
group of enthusiasts, headed by Sydney Allard, with an accumulation
of many years of experience in all aspects of car and motorcycle sport,
got together to form an association to organise, promote and generally

toster Drag Racing in Britain, to be called the British Drag Racing
Association.

President of the Association is Sydney Allard, who built Britain’s
first dragster in 1961. Vice-Presidents are World Record Motor-cyclist
George Brown; Group Captain Coulson, Chairman of the R.A.F.M.S.A.:

and appropriately, Wally Parks, President of the National Hot Rod
Association of America.

T'he primary object of the B.D.R.A. is to promote regular drag
race meetings, both competitive and practice, during the year. At the
same time the Association celebrated its formation by taking over the
major responsibility of organising the President’s ambitious brain-
child, the First British International Drag Festival in September, 1964.

Full competitive membership of the Association is two guineas.
Associate membership, designed for those who wish to join the
B.D.R.A. but not compete, is half a guinea annually.

British Drag Racing Association, 24-28 Clapham High Street,
London S.W.4. MACaulay 7282
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1st BRITISH INTERNATIONAL

DRAG FESTIVAL 1964

THE ORGANIZING CLUBS

Under the overall administration of the British Drag Racing Association,
the six meetings of the Drag Festival have been organized by the following
leading Clubs whose enthusiastic co-operation has made the Festival
possible:

1.

Saturday, 19 September, Blackbushe Airport
BRITISH AUTOMOBILE RACING CLUB (Surrey Centre)
in association with the BASINGSTOKE MOTORCYCLE CLUB

Sunday, 20 September, R.A.F. Chelveston

THAMES ESTUARY AUTOMOBILE CLUB

in association with the STEVENAGE MOTORCYCLE CLUB and
the RAF. MOTOR SPORTS ASSOCIATION

Saturday, 26 September, R.A.F. Woodvale
LANCASHIRE AUTOMOBILE CLUB

in association with the N.W. CENTRE of the A.C.U. and the
R.AF. MOTOR SPORTS ASSOCIATION

Sunday, 27 September, R.A.F. Church Fenton
BRITISH AUTOMOBILE RACING CLUB (Yorkshire Centre)
in association with the TADCASTER DISTRICT M.C. and the
R.AF. MOTOR SPORTS ASSOCIATION

Saturday, 3 October, R.A.F. Kemble
CHELTENHAM MOTOR CLUB (R.A.C. & A.C.U. affiliated)
in association with the R.AF. MOTOR SPORTS ASSOCIATION

Sunday, 4 October, Blackbushe Airport
ALLARD OWNERS’ CLUB
in association with the BASINGSTOKE MOTORCYCLE CLUB
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DON GARLITS

uses

WYNN’S “FRICTION PROOFING”
because he needs the EXTRA PER-
FORMANCE it gives to HIS
DRAGSTER

Standing % mile: 7.72 secs, 201.34 mph.

*
BRITISH MOTORISIS use WYNN’'S “FRICTION

PROOFING” because:—

A. They need the extra m.p.h. it gives their cars.

B. They know that it reduces wear on all moving
parts.

C. They know about the extra six months they get
on their new cars.

D. They know that it improves the performance of
their older cars.

*

If your car has less than 2,000 miles “on the clock”, ask
your garage for WYNN'’S “Friction Proofing’” and the
extra 6 months guarantee that goes with it. That is, if

you do not already use this WORLD FAMOUS -

WYNN'S ““FRICTION PROOFING"




WHAT IS

DRAG RACING?

(by courtesy of the National Hot Rod Association of America)

MERICA’S fastest growing
sport attracts more spectators
on any given Sunday than all
major league baseball games in the
United States combined and it has
ten times as many participants. The
sport is called Drag Racing.

The Drag Strip is a concrete or
asphalt roadway designed to accom-
modate two fast cars racing side by
side over a measured quarter mile

from a standing start. For this is
Drag Racing.

Class winners are determined by
competition on a knock-out basis,
with the losing car in each race
being eliminated and the winner
going through to the next round.

Most of the thousands of partici-
pants in Drag Racing compete for
the pure joy of it, but the full-time
drag racers make enough money in

a year to compare favourably with
their counterparts in Grand Prix
racing. The Jim Clarks of the sport
are men such as Ronnie Sox and
Dave Strickler in production cars
and Don Garlits, Tommy Ivo, Jeep
Hampshire and Dante Duce in the
all out dragsters, cars designed speci-
fically for the all-out effort over the
standing quarter, often running the
distance in under 8 seconds with
terminal speed exceeding 180 m.p.h.

Drag Racing may have its top
stars like any other sport, but it
affords participation by amateur
racers too—the premium feature of
the sport. Quite often a rookie or
novice driver will steal the show at
a major event even though he com-
petes on equal ground against the
pros.

Rigid safety regulations set by
the National Hot Rod Association
have made accidents the exception
on Drag Strips today. No fatality has
occurred in the Production car
classes in N.H.R.A. events since
1955. In the rather more hazardous
“big” dragster classes where ter-
minal speeds approach 200 m.p.h.,
N.H.R.A. has instituted a licencing
programme whereby  * rookie ”’
drivers of these cars will be required
to take instruction and pass pro-
gressive driving tests before being
allowed to compete in all out racing.

Drag Racing is a sport which has
much to offer both competitor and
spectator alike. It i1s a sport 1n
which the emphasis is on safety, the
spirit of competition, and fun.




FROM START TO FINISH
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No other function is as important as timing in drag racing and at the

British International Drag Festival, a network of electronic equipment

Is used to ensure accuracy.

WO dragsters are nudged by
I push cars. Soon a series of

burps, then a loud cracking
and the big engines start. The cars
slowly roll toward the starting line
with crew members hurriedly wiping
down big slicks as the rails creep
ahead. Finally, line officials signal
the drivers to pull to the line, care-
fully edging the rails, ahead until the
front wheels are just barely up to
the timing light beams. The starter
throws a switch, engines are revved,
up goes the starter’s flag and out
shoot the big machines in a deafen-
ing roar, leaving billows of trailing
tire smoke. In a matter of seconds,
a light flashes at the finish line
announcing the winner and then the
announcer barks “. . . in a winning
time of 8.49 seconds e.t. at 185
m.p.h.”

It looks easy, but there’s more to
the drags than two cars racing down
the smooth, straight asphalt drag
strip. Numerous electronic devices
are employed to ensure fair, even
starts, accurate timing, and to de-
termine the winner of a race . . .
beyond any doubt. Here’s what hap-
pens at the starting line, in the
timekeepers’ box and at the finish
line on each race.

The cars are lined up at the
starting line by officials who keep
a close eye on each one to be sure
both are evenly paired off. The cars
are also being ‘“watched > by the
electric-eye beams of a foul system:;
if one should creep into and break
the tell-tale beam before the start
signal, a red light flashes, indicat-
Ing a ‘““no start > to the starter, and
the car must be repositioned at the

line. If all’s well, the starter, sta-
tioned between the cars asks each
driver if he 1s ready to go and starts
the race by whipping the starting
flag up from the ground.

(x4

The announced results, ‘. . . In
a winning time of 8.49 seconds e.t.
at 185 m.p.h.” indicate that the
winning car had an elapsed time
(e.t) of 8 and 49/100 seconds at
a speed of 185 miles per hour. In
the accompanying diagram of a drag
strip timing set-up, note that there
are four electric-eye beams at
specific intervals of the 1,320 foot
drag strip. When the race begins,
the cars break the first beam, start-
ing clock number 1. Clock number
2 starts after the cars have travelled
1,254 feet to break the second
electric-eye beam. At the third
beam, which is the finish line
(exactly 1,320 feet from the starting
line), the first clock is stopped, re-
cording the elapsed time in seconds.

To determine the speed in miles
per hour at which the winning car
was travelling as it crossed the fin-
ish line, the car must continue at
top speed for 66 feet beyond the
1,320-foot finish line to stop clock
number 2 at the fourth beam. In
effect, clock number 1, the distance
between and three, determines elap-
sed time, or the total time required
for a car to complete the 1,320-foot
run from a standing start. Clock
number 2, the distance between the
second and fourth beams, 132 feet,
measured miles per hour, the termi-

nal or *“trap” speed at which the
car is travelling at the end of the
quarter-mile.

The clectric eye system is con-
nected to receivers in the drag strip
timing they are flashed on the con-
trol panels. Copies of the results are
furnished to the announcer, who re-
lays the information to spectators
and time slips are given to the com-
petitors, who use the performance
figures to assist in tuning their cars.

To accurately determine the win-
ner of each race, a pair of lights is
situated on each side of the drag
strip at the finish line, actuated by
the finish line electric eyebeam.
First car to break the beam is ob-
viously declared the winner: the
light in his lane flashes, the light
in the loser’s lane is electronically
cancelled and does not illuminate.
The winner of a modern-day drag
race 1s therefore decided—electroni-
cally—without any doubt even on
the closest finish between two cars.

The precision drag strip timing
equipment is manufactured by Hird-
Brown Ltd. of Bolton, Lancashire.
An example of the equipment’s
efliciency is reflected in the elapsed
time clocks which are accurate to
within 1/1,000 of a second.

Thus, from start to finish an in-
fallible electronics system is in use
at the Drag Festival to accurately
record speeds and elapsed times,
and determine the event’s true
champions.



















































