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The first motor race was held in 1894, from Paris to Rouen. Town-to-
town contests, over hundreds of miles of ruler-straight French highways, %" Wihg w ) A =220
soon becametherage. This eralasted until 1903, when serious accidents S GSEEE Bl - 5 . R
during the Paris-Madrid event grimly emphasised the hazards of the Vs e e e e o
new sport. Racing soon resumed, however, over roads temporarily
closed to form circuits. From 1906 to 1914, with a gap between 1909 and
1911, the premier annual road race was the French Grand Prix, won first S S
by Szisz on a big Renault (63 m.p.h. for 770 miles), then twice by S

Mercedes, twice by Peugeot. After the Armistice other nations besides  F .- S i kel aes 380000z N
France put on important races and, in 1923, the title of Grand Prix [ S =~ |THA YA sy & 3
d’Europe was awarded to one race each year. Firstto carry the honoured S8 .. w . s

title was the Italian Grand Prix, held at Monza on a circuit built the g
previous year in an ltalian Royal Park. The leading drivers, the fastest .
cars, have contested the European title on 23 occasions. There was S @ e
one big gap, between 1931 and 1946, which means that the mightiest L .
Grand Prix cars of all, the ultra-powerful 1935-39 Mercedes-Benz, do . .
not figure in this book. WILLIAM BODDY Editor Motor Sport .
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. ??% . 15 cars contested the first European G.P. at the fast Monza Track,
. on September 9th, six finished. The 2-litre straight-eight Fiats

dominated the race. Bordino, an arm out of action after a practice
crash, his mechanic changing gear, led until a tyre burst. His team-mates Carlo
Salamano and Felice Nazzaro finished 1st and 2nd, Murphy's American Miller
3rd. British representative Zborowski (Miller) burst his engine. Salamano
averaged 91.06 m.p.h. for 497 miles, set lap-record of 99 m.p.h.

Run over the historic Lyons course, the race was a battle between
1 9 24 Bordino’s Fiat and the 2-litre straight-eight Alfa Romeos. After
the Fiat team broke up, Antonio Ascari's Alfa led for 200 miles,
then slowed with a red-hot engine. Opera-singer Campari went ahead to win at

71.0 m.p.h. Divo drove vivaciously to finish 2nd in a V12 Delage, Benoist’'s Delage
was 3rd. Segrave in a British Sunbeam, fastest cars on the circuit, made fastest

lap, at 76 m.p.h.
Delages and three Alfa Romeos, to the 2-litre formula, didn't

1 925 promise much excitement. Thomas chased Brilli-Perie's Alfa
Antonio Ascari until his Delage caught fire. Divo (Delage) set lap-record, immediately broken by
Ascari's Alfa at 813 m.p.h. Half distance, only four left—three Alfa's and Divo.

Brilli-Peri broke a spring, Divo retired. Ascari drove on to victory, averaging
74.5 m.p.h. Only Campari remained to follow him in 22 minutes later.

Dull race. Scene was Spa in Belgium. Seven starters, four V12

pew’es oux'srefuel 1 96

S e T ' Again dull, but strenuous. Cars now 13-litres, supercharged.
R W T T Y e E N 9 They had to race for 485 miles at San Sebastian. Three Delages

and three Bugattis were flagged off. All finished but fumes and
the sun caused the Delage drivers much distress. While they cooled off Jules
Goux's beautiful alloy-wheel 8-cyl. Bugatti won at 703 m.p.h. Bourlier and Senechal
who leapt unasked into the hot-seat, his first drive in a racing car, finished 2nd,

- Constantini's Bugatti 3rd. The Bourlier Delage was disqualified.

Ettore Bugatﬁ su

Alfa Romeo P2 1924

The car illustrations in this book are drawn to scale to aid comparison.




























































