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Emerson talks about Brands _

“The'first time | drove on the Brands Hatch Grand Prix
circuit was when | had my Lotus Formula 3 car in 1969,
| think that Brands Hatch is one of the best circuits
anywhere for a driver who really enjoys driving. The
design of the circuit is good, with corners that go uphill
and downhill . . . . very interesting, and not just flat and
featureless like some modern circuits.

T'here are plenty of driving problems, partly because of the
bumps, its almost impossible to set up your car perfectly
for Brands Hatch. What happens is that you get everything
right for one part of the circuit but in doing so you

spolil the handling for another section. Thus your final
choice of settings tends to be a compromise.

It ts Important to raise the suspension so that the car will
not ‘crash out’ at the bottom limits of its travel, but this
of course takes the edge off the handling round some
corners.

There are so many variables at Brands Hatch, and on some
corners the driver will want the car to understeer, while at
other places oversteer Is the most useful handling character-
istic. You have to be prepared to lose time in some corners
so that you can gain in others, and | don't believe that it is
possible to have a perfect handling car here.

It you want to make a big effort in practice to get on to
pole position, Brands Hatch is not really the place to do it.
The reason is that the track surface has a pronounced
camber just after the start line, and no sooner has the man
on pole position let out the clutch and got the wheels
spinning than the car goes crab-wise, forcing him to lift off.

Approaching Paddock Bend after a flying lap, it's very
difficult to find the right braking point. Just where you

want to start braking, there’s a bad bump which unbalances

the car. While braking you also have to start steering
because the corner has already
begun when you brake.
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You can't see round the corner until you've actually
finished braking, and by then the ground is falling away
very quickly; which tends to make the car understeer.
Don’t go too wide, or the car will never come back again!

This point is very important, because you have to lift off
the throttle for a moment (at least that's what | do!) and
try to put the car sideways down the hill. If you don‘t do
this, the car starts to understeer badly under acceleration
and can put you in big trouble. Most Grand Prix drivers
understand the difficulties of Paddock Bend.

- We all tend to go wide coming out of Paddock, in third

gear, and you'll see a lot of people putting a wheel on to
the kerb or in the dirt. They should have it sorted out as
they go up the hill to Druids, though, because they've

got to find the right line round the hairpin.

The right line at Druids is very much a matter of personal
taste, but its definitely the place to check your mirror
because other drivers will want to pass at Druids.if they
can, under braking, and it may be necessary to close the
door on them. Normally | try to brake deep into Druids
(because the JPS is so good under braking), then | just
touch the apex and slide the car to the outside.

You mustn’t let the slide get out of hand, though, because
almost iImmediately you want to be on the right-hand sidi

of the road, ready for Bottom Bend. This is another
understeering corner, and you just have time to change
up to third before scrambling across to the other side. of
the road so that you can be ready for Bottom Bend.

Bottom Bend presents no particular problems if you have
got the car set up to oversteer on the way out. You should
have It accelerating hard along Bottom Straight (which
isn‘t straight at all, and in fact is rather bumpy).

I'he next corner, South Bank,offers a great challenge. Its
main feature is that the radius tightens up on you halfway

- round, so its vital to enter it on the correct line: if you go

in too wide, you'll never get back on line without lifting

off. The part up to the bridge is taken in an understeer

attitude, then you have to get the car sliding on the way

out. Ifyou can come out of here fast, you'll keep the

speed all the way down the straight, which is the fastest
part of the circuit.
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John Player Special

John Player Team Lotus:

Emerson

W Tony
Fittipaldi (Braz ) '

Trimmer (GB)

Lucky Strike Racing:
(Red and White)
Dave Charlton (SA)

Dave
Walker (Aus )

Tyrrell
ElIf Team Tyrrell:

McLaren
Bruce McLaren Motor Racing:

- Brian

| Leany Redman (GB)

Hulme (NZ)

Peter
Revson (USA)

Ferrari
SpA Ferrari SEFAC.:

Mario

K
Jacky Andretti (USA)

Ickx (Belg )

L

Clay
Regazzoni (Swit )

BRM
Marlboro-BRM:

Jean-Pierre
Beltoise
(Fr)

Helmut
Marko (Ost)

Jackie
Oliver

(GB)

Equipe Matra:

N\ Chris Amon (NZ)



Brabham

Motor Racing Developments:

Graham Wilson
Hill (GB) Fittipaldi (Braz)
Carlos

Reutemann (Arg)

Surtees
Brooke Bond Oxo/ Rob Walker /Team Surtees

Mike Hailwood (GB)

WMG Marketing/
Team Surtees

Ceramica Pagnossin/ (Red/ White)

Team Surtees :
: henk A
(Cerise/White) im Schenken (Aus)

Andrea de Adamich(ltal)

March

STP-March: Clarke/Mordaunt/

Guthrie/Durlacher
(Yellow/White)
Mike Beuttler (GB),

Ronnie
Peterson (Swed)

Niki
Lauda(QOst)

Tecno
Martini Racing Team:

=\ Derek Bell (GB)

e,
RIS

\

Nanni Galli (1tal)

Eifelland

Team Eifelland Caravan:

# - Rolf Stommelen (Ger)

Politoys

\~ | Team Williams-Motul:
_. *‘”-' ¥ SRR NG A : :

" Henri Pescarolo (Fr)

This feature is intended only as a guide to the cars and drivers competing inthe 1972 FormulaOne séason.
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