PRODUCTION SPORTS CAR
RACING

BY GREGOR GRANT
Editor of “Autosport™
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TO-DAY’S Three Hours Race i1s the culmination of a series of quali-
fying events for the AUTOSPORT Three Hours Series Production Sports
Car Championship. For class awards, positions will be calculated on the
basis of points gained in these preliminary events, to which are added
points scored to-day. The actual Championship will be run on a system
of credit laps; that is to say, slower cars will be credited with so many
laps completed The credit laps have been calculated on times recorded on
various circuits by members of the Championship panel. For instance it
would be unfair to classify the driver of one of the small-capacity cars
as being able to lap as quickly as the pilot of a 2-litre or over machine,
developing a great deal more power. However, this does not always apply,
for in to-day’s race there is one car of under 1,200 c.c. which has shown
its ability to go round a circuit, as quickly, if not even quicker, than its
larger-enginer rivals.

However, in order to give every entrant an equal chance, the credit
laps have been worked out very carefully. The four scratch men, Ken
Rudd (A.C. Bristol), John Dalton (Austin Healey), David Shale (Austin
Healey) and Graham Hill (Lotus Eleven Club Sports), have to concede no
less than 18 laps to E. J. B. Mitchell’s little Ford Anglia saloon.

The start of the race will be Le Mans style, with the cars arranged
in ascending order of credit laps, and drivers lined up opposite. In effect,
the Three Hours is something like the original conception of the Tourist
Traphy, in that the competing machines are constructed for normal road
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why YOU
@ motorist
should drink

LUCOZADE
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Because 1t replaces lost energy
You need that!
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Because 1t refreshes—deliciously
You need that!

Because 1t stimulates the appetite
You need that!
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Whenever energy has to be replaced there’s no finer way of
doing it than with Lucozade. Lucozade is unique for it
contains glucose blended so carefully with over seventy-
five different flavouring ingredients that it is acceptable
under g/l circumstances. With a few bottles in the car you
are never without a delicious source of energy. Even the
weakest stomach won’t reject it—and if you have children
with you, they’ll love it.

LUCOZADE the sparkling glucose arink

REPLACES LOST ENERGY
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No better liner | R LT e e i
was ever fitted to any s
racing car ‘ . >

When high performance
counts you can rely on

INTEX

BRAKE LINERS
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Start of a qualifying event at Mallory Park. Austin-Healeys and M.G. °

| in front.
AVAILABLE AT LEADING GARAGES THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY ‘ £,
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Keeping in Front !

Whether it be Production Sports-car Racing,
Grands Prix, Rallies, Trials, Autocross—in fact
every possible form of motoring sport—

AUTOSPORT has world-wide coverage.

It is the only weekly magazine published
dealing solely with motor-sporting affairs.

Produced by enthusiasts for enthusiasts,

AUTOSPORT is always up-to-the-minute \n{ith
news and pictures. Road-test reports, technical

articles and drawings are regular features of :—

AUTOSPORI

BRITAIN'S MOTOR SPORTING WEEKLY

EVERY
FRIDAY
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). Dalton (Austin-Healey) leads S. F. Wilder (Porsche) in a
qualifying event,

Porsche, Morgan, Triumph, Swallow, Doretti, Jaguar. H.R.G., Frazer-Nash
and Ford.

The A.C is based on the Tojeiro sports-racing machine and has all-
independent suspension. It has been in series production for some time.
fitted with either single-o.h.c A.C., or push-rod Bristol six-cylinder engines.
The Porsche is also independently sprung, and is the only car in the race
with a rear engine. Twin-overhead camshaft engines are to be found in
Jaguar and H.R.G., the latter being the latest type with i.f.s., the engine
being based on the Singer

Iriumph TR2 engines are to be found in Swallow Doretti, Morgan.,
and of course Triumph. Austin Healey have the 2.7-litre, push-rod, four
cylinder engine developed from the earlier Austin A.90 models. A six-
cylinder Bristol power-unit is to be found in Frazer-Nash. Lotus and
Ford have the ubiquitous, side-valve 1,172 c.c. Ford engine, modified to
have twin carburetters. Cars are permitted to have a limited number of
modification, the only stipulation being that specified components can be
purchased from the manufacturers. A certain amount of latitude is
allowed as regards tuning, but compression ratios, for example, are limited
to a figure not exceeding 10 per cent of the manufacturers’ specified ratio.

There is little doubt that production sports car racing will become
more and more popular. Many drivers, whose machines cannot compete
on level terms with sports-racing cars, are given the opportunity to race
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