


FOR THE

BEST

REPORTS

AND THE

BEST

PICTURES

1/6

FRIDAY
Published by AUTOSPORT

159 Praed St., London%W.2

e

WEST ESSEX CAR CLUB

CLOSED INVITATION

RACE MEETING
RACING & SPORTS CARS

on

SATURDAY, 27th JUNE, 1953

By Invitation to the following Clubs:
ASTON MARTIN OWNERS CLUB. BRITISH RACING DRIVERS CLUB.
EASTERN COUNTIES MOTOR CLUB. HALF-LITRE CAR CLUB.
SPORTING CAR CLUB OF NORFOLK.

SNETTERTON RACING CIRCUIT (near Thetford)

at 1.30 p.m.

HELD UNDER THE GENERAL COMPETITION RULES OF THE ROYAL
AUTOMOBILE CLUB AND THE INTERNATIONAL SPORTING CODE OF
F.ILA. AND THESE SUPPLEMENTARY REGULATIONS.

UNDER R.A.C. PERMIT No. D/507.

OFFICIALS
R.A.C. Steward: To be nominated.
W.E.C.C, Stewards: R.PRIESTLEY, EsQ., J. HAESENDONCH, EsqQ., E. W. RANKIN, Esq.
Judges: A. T. Pratt, EsQ., R. RoBy SmitH, EsQ., L1-CoL. R. CLIVE-GALLOP.
Clerk of Course and Secretary of Meeting: G. E. MATTHEWS.

R.A.C. Timekeepers:
MaAJorR-GENERAL A. H. LOUGHBOROUGH, C.B., 0.B.E., A. L. EBBLEWHITE,
Major J. W. BarBer, C., A. Aubrey, R. L. CLARKE.

R.A.C. Scrutineers: F. C. MATTHEWS, M.M.LT., M.LE.L, L. C. MCKENZIE.
Starter: MaijorR H. CREE.
Chief Flag Marshal: D. J. CURRIE.
Chief Control Marshal: S. REES.
Chief Paddock Marshal: J. HOLMES.
Paddock Start Area: A. HAWKINS.
Control Marshals:

MEeMeers oF W.E.C.C. SPORTING CAR CLUB OF NORFOLK, ASTON MARTIN OWNERS’
CLUB, EASTERN COUNTIES MOTOR CLUB, EAST ANGLIAN CAR CLUB.
Commentator: ERIC TOBITT.

Press Officer: W.E.C.C. J. WOKRLEY.

Medical Officers: DR.J. F. Rix, DR. A. W. HAGGER, DRr. R. M. KINNISH.
Services:

ST. JOHN'S AMBULANCE BRIGADE.

BosHIER & PATTENDEN L1D. (Breakdown), ManN EGerTON & Co. LTD.
SHELL, Esso, NaTionAl. BENzoL, NoTweN (Fuels and Oils).
RICHES & SEAR, LTD. (Lessees of the Circuit).
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Acknowledgments . .

OUR BEST THANKS are due to the :

Officials named in page one and to the clubs which have provided
officials and helpers in an honorary capacity.

St. John Ambulance Brigade and the British Red Cross, for First
Aid Services.

Officer Commanding, 161 Indpt. Inf. Bde., Sig. Sqn. (T.A.), for
communication assistance.

This meeting is organised by
THE WEST ESSEX CAR CLUB
President : The Hon. Gerald Lascelles.
Vice-Presidents : T. E. Anderson, Stirling Moss and W. E. Roberts.

Hon. Competitions Secretary :
G. E. Matthews, 48 Gaynes Hill Road, Woodford Bridge, Essex.

Club Headquarters :

“The Three Jolly Wheelers,” Woodford Bridge.
Club Nights : First and Third Wednesdays in each month.

MEMBERSHIP
s :d
Entrance Fee 10 6
Annual Subscription ... 250
Car ‘Badge’ 76

YOUR INTEREST IS SOUGHT

VEHICLES are not allowed on the track after the meeting. Visitors
should leave by their approved routes, or as directed by
the stewards.

CROPS Please avoid damage to the valuable crops and farmland
around the circuit. /
LITTER. In the interest of safety please prevent paper or similar

materials from blowing across the track.

U.S.A.F. TROPHY MEETING, 25th jJULY
Parade of Aston Martin Cars, 1923 to 1953

organised by the Aston Martin Owners’ Club
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THE WEST ESSEX CAR CLUB

The post-war years saw a tremendous surge of enthusiasm and interest in
motor sport, fostered, no doubt, by so many people having dealt with things
mechanical between 1939 and 1945. Car clubs of long standing catered for
motoring enthusiasts in various counties and districts, whilst “One make” clubs
attended to the wants of adherents to cars of particular manufacturers.

The eastern fringe of the Home Counties was an area without such an
organisation, a deficiency remedied in 1948 by the formation of the West Essex
Car Club, created by a small circle of keen enthusiasts residing in the Woodford
focality. For the first year or so, the Club was content to hold the smaller type
of competitive event and social functions with a motoring flavour. From these
small beginnings there sprang a heartening expansion of activities, with a rapidly
growing membership,

A disused aerodrome at Boreham, near Chelmsford, was the venue of a Speed
Trial in March, 1950, an event repeated twelve months’ later, when it served as
the first Meeting of a year which set the seal on the Club’s success as one of the
more efficient and progressive in the land. Three full-scale Race Meetings were
organised at Boreham in 1951, and again in 1952, culminating in the highly
successful International Meeting in August of that year. The Club’s hopes and
plans for bigger and better things at Boreham in 1953 were nullified when the use
of the circuit into which they had poured so much energy was denied them.

However, the use of Snetterton, already established as a popular circuit in
East Anglia, was offered to the Club by the owners, an offer which was most
gratefully accepted. The first event to be organised by the West Essex Car Club
at Snetterton was the Speed Trial on April 12th this year, a wet day, but none
the less a successful and enjoyable day.

Then followed the National “Coronation” Race Meeting on May 30th, which
attracted over 120 entries of sports and racing cars, including a high proportion
driven by leading racing drivers. Blessed with perfect weather conditions, this
Meeting was run with clockwork precision and adjudged one of the most successful
t date. The large crowd of spectators were treated to a spectacle of really
exciting motor racing, with fair handicapping to add spice to the sports car races,
and racing cars so equally matched that the finish of the last event of the day was
declared a dead-heat—a happening most rare.

From 1951, the Club has enjoyed its own Club Room at the “Three Jolly
‘Wheelers,” Woodford Bridge. Essex. now well adorned with an array of motoring
pictures. Club Nights are held here on the first and third Wednesdays of each
‘month, when members are entertained by Film Shows, Motoring Brains Trusts or
Quizzes, Talks by well-known personalities, and so on.

The Club caters for the “family car” owner by a series of Gymkhanas,
‘Mystery Runs, etc., whilst the Rally each September is perhaps the most popular
event of the year. All these activities and motoring topics in general are reported
in the Club’s magazine “Wheelspin,” which has been adjudged one of the better
publications of its tyve.

For this Meeting today. the West Essex Car Club thanks members of other
©ar Clubs who are providing such valuable assistance to the organisers,
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