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Where the race is really won

In the pits, before the race, is where it's really won. You need more than your fair share
of luck to make a successful career out of motor racing. You need the right car—the
right mechanics, and the best equipment. That is why the world's leading drivers insist
on Lucas Auto Electrics. Watch the pit teams at work today, demanding perfection
from an engine tuned to work at maximum stress. They know Lucas Auto Electrics are

designed to work together perfectly under the most exacting condi-
tions. For satisfaction on or off the track you need Lucas under
the bonnet.

Joseph Lucas (Australia) Pty. Ltd., Victoria, N.S.W., Queensland l'ucwas‘
South Australia, Western Australia. : | s
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FIRESTONE TIRES WIN

INDIANAPOLIS 500-MILE RACE FOR
43rd CONSECUTIVE TIME

——

GRAHAM HILL
1966 winner at 144,317 m.p.h.
(232.206 k.p.h.) says:

“I chose Firestones because I knew they'd
come through for me!”

This vear’s win marks Firestone's 43rd consecutive victory in the Indianapolis
500-Mile Race — a remarkable unbroken streak that dates back to 1920. In
this world-famous racing event cars run 200 laps on the 214-mile asphalt oval
track at speeds up to 180 miles per hour. Only the strongest and safest tires
in the world can survive this tire-torturing test.

Out of this unparalleled racing experience Firestone has developed safer
tires for your car. The same Sup-R-Tuf miracle rubber and tough Super-
Weld body construction that are used in race tires are built into Firestone
passenger car tires to give extra mileage and extra safety.

The next time you need tires, get Firestone, the tires that are speedway-
proved for your highway safety. See your Firestone distributor or tire dealer.

FREE We have an enlargement of the winners of the DELUXE
Indianapolis 500-Mile Race on Firestone tires which CHAMPION

we will send you upon request. Write to Firestone Inter- Sup-R-Tuf-
national Company, Akron, Ohio, U.S.A. Firestone TM

TFresione

IS YOUR SYMBOL OF
QUALITY AND SERVICE

WHEREVER WHEELS ROLL...
Ia“

SEE YOUR INDEPENDENT TYRE DEALER
Or contact
AKRON TYRE SERVICE—MELBOURNE
M. S. McLEOD LTD.—BRISBANE & ADELAIDE
TYRE SERVICES—PERTH. WESTCOTT HAZELL—-SYDNEY

ko
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Welcome to Speed Week

On behalf of the Directors and Shareholders of Surfers Paradise International Motor
Circuit | would llke to extend a very warm and sincere welcome to the many com-
petitors, guests and spectators who have travelled to the Gold Coast and who, by their
very presence, will assure the success of this, our first SPEED WEEK in Surfers Paradise.
In this our first year we are fortunate Indeed to have with us fram the United Kingdom
and the U.5.A. such colaurful and famous personalities as Jack Brabham, Jackie Stewart,
David Piper, Richard Attwood, Pater Sutcliffe, Jackie Epstein, Paul Hawkins and dragster
drivers Bob Mayer and Bill Demarest. Our neighbour country from across the Tasman
is well represented with |im Palmer, Roley Levis, Graham Harvey, lvan Sedgin, John
Riley, Feo Stanton and Andy Buchanan.

On the local scene | feel confident in saying that every well known Australian driver
will be taking part in at least one of SPEED WEEK's many events and this wholehearted
support and participation is the most pleasing facet of Speed Week to we. the organisers.
On the power boat scene, the BP-sponsored Moreton Bay Marathon and the short course
speed boat racing have lilkewise attracted entries from all corners of Australia and it is
our desire in future years that these events will become of such importance as to
encourage international competition.

In this our first year we have endeavoured to provide a variety of entertainment both
sporting and social but we do envisage that in future years the scope of Speed Week—
Surfers Paradise will be widened to include horse racing, rallies and trials, light
aircraft races, cycling, swimming and any other competitive events which will be in
keeping with the general Speed Week theme.

To all who attend this Speed Week—Surfers Paradise in | 966 we again wish you welcome
and trust that you will return from year to year and thus assist the growth of what we
are sure will become Australia’s most spectacular festival.

KEITH WILLIAMS
Managing Director

Why We are Here

Rothmans of Pall Mall is a company with deep interest in the future of Australia and
its participation in international sport. We are, therefore, very proud of our association
witr\ Speed Week generally and with the 12-hour race in particular. We extend our
warmest congratulations to-the Surfers Paradise International Motor Circuit Pry. Ltd.
for its courage and foresight in organising and promoting this great event.
There can be no doubt that this is a great event. From a country of relatively small
stature in motor racing, Australia has risen to a position where great international names
appear at race meetings throughout the year. SPpeed Week can be judged as a measure
of that achievement.
There is every reasen to hope that this festival of speed sports will become the classic
event of the Australian motor sport calendar. As it serves the cause of advancing motor
sport in Australia, so our participation in this endeavour will have served its true
purpose.
We wish the arganisers, spectators and competitors the finest motor racing possible.
DAVID N. ENGELA
Managing Director, Rothmans of Pall Mall
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and everybody's favourite.

She'll purr you quietly through suburbia
... quiet, smooth and docile—with care-
ful regard to economy.

But push her—just a little—and she's oft
to prove she can tear strips off competi-
tion, regardless of size, breed or
reputation.

Up front you've got pure Ford fire, neatly
packed into the race-bred, oversquare
engine, carefully modified to put out
83.5 horsepower all day at 5200 rpm.

FORD OF AUSTRALIA

The world’s

in motor sport

Thrust has been lifted to 97 Ibs/ft of
torque at 3200 rpm. The speed is 100
plus with 0-60 in less than 13.0 seconds.
If you think a red-hot performance car
should ride like a dragster, forget it
The ride's firm—but it's velvety firm,
Controlled, but supple. The specially
lowered suspension incorporates
enough shock dampening and spring
stiffness to give you a degree of comfort
unmatched by the plushest aristo-cart.
Inside, everything's laid on for complete
driver and passenger comfort. Niceties

most winning car

include fully-fitted carpeting, armrests
on all four doors, dash padding, Aero-
flow ventilation and beautifully resilient
Glove Grain upholsteries.  But full
instrumentation, bucket seats, and
sports shift equip the cockpit for action.
And there you have it. Compact, yet
spacious. Fast, but quiet and docile.
Completely equipped and superbly
appointed. The result? A very sophis-
ticated form of transportation with loads
of potential. And a name that's built on
success.



AWARDS

Saturday, 13th August:

Event 1—Touring Car Race up to 1500 c.c.
Outright: 1st $40, 2nd $25, 3rd $15, 4th $10
Classes: Up to 1100 c.c., 1100 to 1500 c.c.
Each Class: 1st $20, 2nd $10. Total $150

Event 2—Sports Car Race—Division 1
1st $60, 2nd $40, 3rd $25, 4th $15, 5th
$10.. Total $150

Event 3—Touring Car Race—Over 1500 c.c.
Outright: 1st $40, 2nd $25, 3rd $15, 4th $10
Classes: 1500 to 2000 c.c., over 2000 c.c.
Each Class: 1st $20, 2nd $10. Total $150

Event 4—Sports Car Race—Division 2
1st $55, 2nd $35, 3rd $25, 4th $15, 5th $10,
6th $10. Total $150

Sunday, 14th August:

Event 1—Touring Car Race up to 1500 c.c.
Outright: 1st $50, 2nd $30, 3rd $20, 4th $10
Classes: Up to 1100 c.c., 1100 to 1500 c.c.
Each Class: 1st $25, 2nd $10, 3rd $5. Total
$190

Event 2—Sports Car Race—Division 2
1st $70, 2nd $40, 3rd $30, 4th $20, 5th
$10, 6th $10. Total $180

Event 3—Touring Car Race over 1500 c.c.

Outright: 1st $50, 2nd $30, 3rd $20, 4th $10
Classes: 1500-2000 c.c., over 2000 c.c.
Each Class: 1st $25, 2nd $10, 3rd $5. Total
$190

Event 4—Racing Car Race
Outright: 1st $60, 2nd $40, 3rd $20

TROPHY MEETING

SURFERS PARADISE

Aust. 14-litre Formula: 1st $45, 2nd $25, 3rd
$10. Total $200

Shirts presented by COUNTRY CLUB will be
awarded to the first three placegetters.

Event 5—Surfers Paradise Speed Week Trophy for
Touring Cars
Outright: 1st $50, 2nd $40, 3rd $30. 4th
$20, 5th $10
Classes: Up to 1500 c.c., 1500 to 2000 c.c.,
2000 to 3000 c.c., over 3000 c.c.
Each Class: 1st $15, 2nd $10. Total $250

Event 6—Sports Car Race—Division 1
1st $80, 2nd $50, 3rd $30, 4th $20, 5th
$10, 6th $10. Total $200

Event 7—Surfers Paradise Speed Week Trophy for
Racing Cars
Outright: 1st $400, 2nd $270, 3rd $200, 4th
$140, 5th $70, 6th $40
Aust. 14i-litre Class: 1st $130, 2nd $90, 3rd
$60, 4th $50, 5th $20. Total $1500

Event 8—Touring Car Race
Qutright: 1st $50, 2nd $30, 3rd $20
Classes: Up to 1100 c.c., 1100 to 1500 c.c.,
over 1500 c.c.
Each Class: 1st $20, 2nd $10. Total $190

Event 9—Surfers Paradise Speed Week Trophy for
Sports Cars

Outright: 1st $50, 2nd $40, 3rd $30, 4th
$20, 5th $10

Classes: Up to 1100 ¢.c., 1100 to 1500 c.c.,
1500 to 2000 c.c., over 2000 c.c.

Each Class: 1st $15, 2nd $10. Total $250
GRAND TOTAL for the Meeting: $3750

“ROTHMANS" 12-HOUR $3,000
Overall Winner
CLASS A (cars complying with Group 7 (Two-Seater
Racing Cars), Appendix J, F.lLA. and Group A

Appendix “C" N.C.R.). Sections Over and
Under 2000 c.c.

In each Section: First $750
Second $300 Third $200
Fourth $150 Fifth $100

CLASS B (cars complying with Group B, Appendix C,
N.C.R.). Sections Over and Under 2000 c.c.

In each Section: First $750

Second $300 Third . _ $200
Fourth $150 Fifth ... .. $100

CLASS C (cars complying with Group D, Appendix C,
N.C.R.). Sections Over and Under 2000 c.c.

In each Section: First $750
Second $300 Third $200
Fourth $150 Fifth $100

TOTAL PRIZE MONEY $12,000

To every finisher not qualifying for any of the above
Awards — $25.

OFFICIALS OF THE MEETING

SURFERS PARADISE TROPHY MEETING

STEWARDS: JUDGES: SCRUTINEER: PRESS DIRECTORS: SECRETARY:
0. Grahame H. A. Crawford R. Vieritz PI' 'I'__"SEiﬂS R. W. Pickett
L. D. Stewart A. R. Wood . Fraser 2
W. L. Pitt B. Shaw STARTER: RACE HEADQUARTERS: A’j”gg”?frgs'
F. S. Dyke TIMEKEEPER: L. Quaife C. Somers e
J. T. Pet D. Greenwood
ZLERK OF THE COURSE: e e VRS SAFETY MARSHAL: FIRE CREW: J. Peel
R. W. Pickett FLAG MARSHAL: V. Appleby Qld. Fire Fighters Club K. A. Peters
K. West RACE INFORMATION: W. Hagon
ASSISTANT: PIT MARSHAL: PADDOCK MARSHAL: N. Davis W. P. Tuckey
R. H. Knowles I. N. Robertson M. Teall R. A. Sawyer D. Langridge
OFFICIALS OF THE MEETING “ROTHMANS 12-HOUR"
STEWARDS: JUDGES: SCRUTINEER: PRESS DIRECTORS: SECRETARY:
0. Grahame H. A. Crawford R. Vieritz P. Higgins R. W. Pickett
L "5, Shaw STARNER: RACE HléAFc:ZSLT;RTEns o
vl P . { . . Crawfor
M. J. Hobson TJMEKEE{:EE‘ L Quaite C. Somers D. Greenwlrnud
SR . J. Pee
LERK OF THE COURSE:  FLAG MARSHALS: SAFETY MARSHAL: FIRE CREW: K. A. Peters
R. W. Pickett I. Peters V. Appleby Qld. Fire Fighters Club W. Hagon
K. West RACE INFORMATION: W. P. Tuckey
ASSISTANT: PIT MARSHAL: PADDOCK MARSHAL: N. Davis D. Langridge
R. H. Knowles I. N. Robertson M. Teall R. A. Sawyer M. Stahl



Men who drive hard
- Specify

SHOCK ABSORBERS

AVAILABLE AT ALL GOOD GARAGES

THE NEPTUNE RACING TEAM

demonstrates the power of TOLUOL

Toluol—the power-booster in Neptune gasoline— has taken the Neptune
Racing Team to success after success, smashing touring car records on major
tracks all over Australia. The leaders in Australian touring car racing —
Norm Beechey, Peter Manton and Jim McKeown use Neptune gasoline and
Neptune motor oils exclusively.

NE 2643/6




This week at Surfers Paradise
these drivers are racing on
BP fuels and lubricants.

GOLD STAR MEETING ENTRIES

John McDonald ... ... .. Cooper Climax
Frank Matich Elfin Traco-Olds.

Glynn Scott Lotus 23 Sports
Lionel Ayers M.R.C. Lotus
Max Volkers W Lotus Cortina
Garry Cooper . .. .. ... .. .. .. Elfin
Mel McEwin . . . Elfin
Greg McEwin . .. Morris Cooper S
Don O'Sullivan ... ... ... . Cooper Climax
Les Howard ... ... .... ... ... ... .. Lotus 27

At this meeting there are many drivers who
are competing in the Rothmans 12-hour race.

ROTHMANS 12-HOUR ENTRIES

David Piper/Richard Atwood ... Ferrari P.2
J. Epstein/P. Hawkins Ferrari 275 L.M.
Peter Sutcliffe .. ... ... .. . Ford GT 40
Ron Thorp/Tom Sulman ... AC Cohra Coupe
K. Bartlett/D. Chivas Alfa Romeo Coupe TZ2
Kerry Grant/Barry Arentz Alfa Romeo GTA
T.Oshorne/M. Carter/R. Gibbs Monaco Olds.
Alan Hamilton/Brian Reed Porsche Spyder

Barry Tapsall/Bill Gates . .. Datsun SSS
Bryan Thomson .. . Jaguar Coupe E Type
C. G. Smith/B. Seaton ... .. Morris Sports

1789

SPEED WEEK
SURFERS PARADISE

PROGRAMME OF EVENTS

SATURDAY 13th

WELCOME DINNER
Surfers Paradise Gardens, 8 p.m.

SATURDAY 13th
SURFERS PARADISE TROPHY
(Practice and Racing), 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
MORETON BAY MARATHON
Starts Surfers Paradise Gardens, 10.30 a.m.
(50-Mile Power Boat Race Surfers Paradise to
Brisbane and return

SUNDAY 14th

SURFERS PARADISE TROPHY MEETING
Racing Cars — Touring Cars — Sports Cars
11,30 a.m. to 4.30 p.m.

WEDNESDAY 17th

INTERNATIONAL DRAG RACING
Commences 12 noon

THURSDAY 18th

CONCOURS D'ELEGANCE
Broadbeach Hotel, 7.30 p.m,

FRIDAY 19th

ROTHMANS 12-HOUR
International Sports Car Race (Practice),
3 p.m. to 8 p.m.

SATURDAY 20th

MOTOR CYCLE RACING
Australian Sidecar T.T., 12 noon to 4 p.m.
Rothmans 12-Hour (practice), 4.30 p.m. to 8 p.m.

SUNDAY 21st

ROTHMANS 12-HOUR
International Sports Car Race, 10 a.m. to 10 p.m.

SPEED BOAT RACING
Surfers Paradise Gardens, 12 noon to 4 p.m.

MONDAY 22nd

SPEED WEEK PRESENTATION BALL
Chevron Hotel, 8 p.m.

and GENERAL INFORMATION
RESERVED SEAT BOOKINGS

From:—
Surfers Paradise
International Motor Circuit
Pty. Lid.

SURFERS PARADISE, QUEENSLAND, AUSTRALIA
P.0, Box 255



JUST
TWICE
- TWELWE

Le Mans!

The Rothmans 12-Hour is the world's
newest endurance race for sports cars in
a long tradition of long-distance events,
The most famous — and certainly one of
the most difficult of all such races has
always been Les Vingt-Quatre Heures Du
Mans, the 24-Hours of Le Mans. It is
run over an 8.634 mile public road circuit
on the outskirts of Sarthe, where speed
trials were first run in 1896 and where the
Wright Brothers made their first European
flights in their wonderful new heavier-
than-air machine. The Germans used the
Mulsanne Straight as an airstrip during
World War 11, and it was at Le Mans,
in 1955, that the world’'s worst modern
road racing disaster happened when Pierre
Levegh's Mercedes-Benz 300SLR cannoned
of into the crowd killing 81 and injuring
many more.

Bul despite misfortune, Le Mans remains
as the supreme international speed test
for car and driver, A Le Mans win brings
immense prestige not only to the drivers
and manufacturer, but also to the makers
of components used in the car. While it
is no longer true that only competition
improves the breed, comments like disc
brakes, quartz-iodine lamps and gas-turbine
engines were first proved out on the Cir-
cuit de la Sarthe.

The first motor race ever was run from
Paris to Rouen in 1894 over 79 miles, and
was won by Count de Dion in a steam
car, at an average of 11.6 mph. Between
then and 1906 several famous races came
into being, including the Gordon Bennett
races, the Ardennes Circuit, the Targa
Florio and the French Grand Prix. By
the time of the first Le Mans in 1923 there
was a 2-litre capicity limit and 1433 1bs.
minimum weight limit for formula racing,
and Fiat, Sunbeam, Bugatti and Alfa-Romeo
were in the thick of it, using six and eight-
cylinder engines producing more than 130
bhp. The 1923 French Grand Prix was won
by Henry Segrave in a Sunbeam, at an
average of 75.23 mph. The first Le Mans
24-Hour race that year was to be won at
57.20 mph, which emphasised both the dif-
ference between Grand Prix cars and tour-
ing cars of that time and the necessity
for a race that would entice the manu-
facturers back into the sport as a proving
ground for their products.

The Sarthe circuit today is smooth, fairly
flat, and blindingly fast, with a lap record
of over 140 mph and a straight—Mulsanne
—which staggered John Surtees when he
first saw the circuit (“it seems to go on
for ever”, he said). In 1923 the 10.7 mile
circuit, most of which is still incorporated
in the present track, was surfaced with

The dramatic Le Mans stari. -
and 21) are just leaving. After the disaster the crowd area in the foreground was moved back 50 yards,
a deep ditch built and the straight widened.

This is the {ll-fated 1955 race, and the three works Mercedes (Nos, 19, 20

very poor and dusty bitumen that broke
up quickly, lined with trees, and terribly
narrow. A line of wooden pits and a
small temporary stand provided the
amenities.

For that first race 35 cars were entered
—16 French, one Belgian, one British. For
drivers embarrassed by their lighting
systems, the comers were lit by Army
searchlights and acetylene lights. The race
started in torrential rain, which lasted for
four hours, and the drivers were blinded by
mud and slush. Only three cars failed to
finish; the winner was Lagache and Leo-
nard’s Chenard et Walcker 3-litre. The
British Bentley, in the hands of Duff-
Clement, finished fifth, a faint echo of
whal was to come,

For the next year Duff won with the
same 3-litre Bentley, but it was not until
1925 that the race gained its traditional
international character. The 49 starters
included entries from America, Italy and

Then, in 1927, Bentley started its Le Mans
tradition. The works team of three cars
comprises one 4.5 litre and two 3-litre
cars for Clement-Callingham, Benjafield-
Davis and Duller-d’Erlanger. There was
hardly any opposition in the small field
of 22, except for the 3-litre Aries. Then
came the famous White House corner
incident. Not four hours after the start,
Tabourin in a Schneider, skidded off the
road, came back on again, and Callingham
rolled the 4! Bentley in dodging him.
Duller in the second Bentley dodged the
Schneider but piled into his leam-mate.
A second Schneider rammed the first car,
and then S.C.H. (“Sammy"”) Davis in the
third Bentley hit the back of the 44 ‘The
only Bentley running, the Davis-Benjafield
“Old No. 7" was repaired at the pits and
sent back into the race with a bent front
axle, buckled frame, only one headlight
and one mudguard, and hardly any running
boards. It won.

Past the famous Hippodrome cafe at the start of the Mulsanne Straight.
The Salvadori|Walker Aston Martin DB3S holds the Roli-Hamilton D-Type
Jaguar, with the Collins/Frere Aston behind them.

Britain. This race also introduced the Le
Mans start, and drivers had to put up
their hoods and side-screens before firing
the engine. Two drivers Mestivier an
Guilbert, were killed in the race, which
was won by Rossignol-de Courcelles in a
3.5 Lorraine.

Bentley, Peugeot, Lorraine, O.M. and
others entered teams for 1926, but Lorraine
won again, driven by Bloch-Rossignol.

8

The Bentley team won again in 1928, this
time with Wolf Barnato driving — the
British businessman who did so much to
put Bentley on the sales map.

Leading French firms continued to ignore
the race in 1929, relying on their small
firms chasing the Index of Performance—
much the same as they do today. Bamato
and Tim Birkin won in a Speed Six, but



The beeinning of the end for Fevrarvi; the Ford GTs of Amon and MeLaren hoom
away from the field in the opening laps of the 963 race,

It was eventually won

byoa Fervari, but not unidl all works Fords and Fervaris had broken,

the four team Bentleys lined up to finish
together at 4 pm. in a [-2-3-4 sweeping
victory. The lap record (Birkin) was up
10 82,984 mph.

By this time the race was alfracting
drivers of the standing of Birkin, Robert
Benoist, the Euarl Howe. George Eyston.
and Louis Chiron. Tor 1930 the field was
only 18, the smallest ever in the race, and
il saw six mighty works Bentleys matched
against a big, white 7.1 S§ Mercedes-Benz

in the hands of Rudi Carraciola and
Christian Werner. The Mercedes led for
most of the race (with famous Alfred

Neubauer running the pit) and after fight-
ing off successive Bentley attacks finally
failed to restart with generator trouble and
the Bentleys finished 1-2. It was the last
win for the Bentley works team.

Aston-Martin.  AlfaRomeo and Bugalli
entered teams for 1931: Howe-Birkin won
ina 2.3 Alfa-Romeo, but there were other
interesting names in the also-ran list—
like MG. Talbot, and Chrysler. In 1932
the race was run on the new 838 mile
circuit, with 26 starters. mostly private
entries. Raymond Sommer, in an epic 21-
hour solo drive, won the race for the
strong Alfa team of 2.3 litre cars, The
1933 race had everything—Nuvolari in an
Alfa with Sommer, Rileys. Amilcars, Singer
Nines, and a Duesenberg 6.9 Model ]
entered by Prince Nicholas of Rumania.
Sommer-Nuvolari won, and the lap record
had climbed o 90.96 mph.

In 1934 Louis Chinetti and Philip Etan-
celin won in a 2.3 Alfa, with a 1.5 Riley
getting the Index of Performance. In 1935,
British cars made up two-thirds of the
field. but a surprise winner was Hindmarsh/
Fontes in a 4.45 Laconda.

France, by now out of Grand Prix racing,
continued to emphasise sporls cars, in 1936
and 1937 even running the French GP for
sports cars. But it caused a stimulated
interest in the 24-Hour race and while the
1936 race was cancelled because of nation-
wide strikes, the 1937 entry was slrong:
the marques included Bugaui (works),
Delahaye, Alfa-Romeo, Talbol, Lagonda,
Delage, Aston-Martin, BMW, Frazer-Nush,
Peugeot, Adler. Chenard et Walcker, HRG.
Riley, Singer. Simca-Tiat, MG,  Austin,
Fiat and Ford (a special). Wimille-Benoist
won in a 3.3 Bugatti.

The 1938 race was poorly supported by
the British, and was won by Chaboud-
Tremoulet in a 3.6 Deluhaye, Bul by now

some streamlining was starting lo appear,
mainly among the 1.7 litre Adler coupes.
For 1939 i| seemed the big French sports
cars  would again  dominate the race.
although Lagonda entered two Bentley-
designed 4.5 V-12s. Wimille-Veyron won in
a 3.3 Bugatti, but a fleature of the race
was a cracking performance by the three
works BMW 328s—one of the nicest sports
car designs cver.

The race was not run again until 1949,
alter concerted work had cleared up the
ravages of Allied and German bombing
of the airfield-cum-circuit. Tt got a hig
entry, and included a protolype calegory.
This was probably the First of a long series
of new regulations and alterations that now
lague the 24-Hour race. Tt marked the
irst appearance of the name Ferrari al
Le Mans—two V12 2-litre cars, and a mixed
bag of old and new, including Aston-Martin,
HRG, Healev. Alvis. and a Delettkez diesel.
Chinetti-Seldson won in one of the Ferraris;
the lap record of 5:12.1 (96.74 mph) set
by Mazaud in 1939 still stood.

The history of the race from then is
to well-known to hear much repetition. A
full field of 60 ran for the first time in
1950, and newcomers included the Cun-
ningham, two private Jaguar XKI120s, and
a Jowett Jupiter. One of the Cunningham
entries was a Series 61 Cadillac sedan. The
Rosier [uther-and-son leam won in a 4.5
Talbol, The [irst of the Jaguar wins came

in 1951, with Walker-Whitehead in a C-type
but in 1952 Lang and Riess won in a
3-litre Mercedes-Benz 300 SLR coupe. This
was Lhe year that the ill-fated Frenchman,
Pierre Levegh, later to die in the 1955
holocuust, led in his private Talbot from
dawn until an hour before the finish.

In 1953 Touny Roll and Duncan Ham-
ilton won in a C-type laguar. bur 1954
suw Lhree 4.9 Ferraris opposing  three
D-type Japuars. A Ferrari won by only
2.5 miles, These were the golden years of
Le Mans. But tragedy struck in the 1955
ruce when Levegh's works 300SLR  Mer-
cedes cannoned off into the crowd. Killing
81 spectators. The Mercedss team withdrew,
and Mike Hawrhorne and Ivor Bueb won
in 4 D-type. Ron Flockhart and Ninian
Sanderson repeated a D-tpye victory in
1956, and then Jaguar won again in 1957
with Flockhart-Bueb.

The 1958 race saw a Ferrari win for
that historic endurance racing leam of
Phil Hill and Olivier Gendebien, bealing
the two Whitheads in an Aston Martin
DBR1/7300. Aston had been (rying for
years (o win the big race, but did not
succeed until 1959, when Carroll Shelby
and Roy Salvadori won,

A change in regulations for the 1960
race allowed the entry of Grand Touring
cars, but the Ferraris swamped the race,
finishing 1-2-4-5 in line astern with Gen-
debien and Frere in the winning car. The
rules for sporls car windscreens produced
a lot of coupes plus the extraordinary
Camoradi 2.9 “birdcage” Type 61 Mas-
eratis. For 1961 there were 11 Ferraris
in the race, and Gendebien-Hill won again:
Maranello led the race from the second
lap on, setting a pattern which lasted until
1966,

It was Hill-Gendebien again in 1962
(Hill in the experimental 330LM break-
ing Hawthorn's long-standing 1957 {(Ferrari)
lap record to set a new mark of 3:57.6
(126,89 mph). Scarfiotti-Bandini won in
a 250P in 1963, TFord’s massive win this
year represents Lthe end of an era.

So that is Le Mans, the longest and
{because of the fantastic speed differentials)
one of the most difficull and dangerous
races in the world, Ferrari has won il
nine times, Jaguar five, Benlley live, Alfa-
Romen four, Bueatti two, and Ford one.
Of the names in high-performance cars
sold today, it has never been won by
Porsche, Maserati, Lotus or Lancia. There
is no doubt that a win at Le Mans is one
of the most cherished ambitions any car
maker can have.

Tim Birkin in the winning Bentley at Le Mans in 1929, Bentleys won the
race five times in an era of domination that was not equalled until the
Juguars came 1o Le Mans.
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Country Club
builds high
performance shirts

(G.T. and MK 1)
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SOUTHPORT — 1954

The last time there was motor racing
on the Gold Coast the Australian
Grand Prix was won by Lex Davison.
A former speedway star called Juck
Brabham was also there . . .

It is 12 years. less three months, since
the last major race meeling was held on
the Gold Coast, Then 40,000 people lined
a narrow, roughly triangular 5.7 mile cir-
cuil on the outskirts of Southport to see
Lex Davison win his first Australian Grand
Prix. The race was marked by a pheno-
menal crash, when WVictorian Stan Jones
left the road backwards in his Maybach
at 115 mph and hit a tree

That race meeting was a far cry from
toduy’s beautifully-furnished Surfers Para-
dise circuit. 1t was the first race to be
held on public roads in Queensland, and
the State Government passed a  special
bill to make this legal. The meeting was
organised by the Queensland Motor Sport-
ing Club. the Toowoomba Auta Club and
the Southport Rotary Club. The meeting
reeked of history, Former AGP winner
Bob Lea-Wright was a steward, and Queens-
lander Charlie Whatmore — who finished
seventh in a Jaguar Special — had finished
second in the 1938 Australian Grand Prix,
run at Bathurst. And it took Stan Jones
another five vears before he won his first
AGP.

A field of 28 lined up for the race,
The road surface was narrow. and two

special no-passing areas had been declared.

Officials lift tree branches from the wreck-

age of Stan Jones' Maybach, which
crashed spectacularly when the Victorian
had the AGP virtually won.

Earlier races had shown that even in other
parts of the track cars had to take lo
gravel verges to get by one another. The
race was o be run over 27 laps.

The big fancies for the race were Jones,
Davison in the HWM-Jaguar and Dick
Cobden in a supercharged 2-litre Ferrari.
Also strong contenders were Jack Brabham
in his Redex Special Cooper-Bristol, Stan
Colfey in  another Cooper-Bristol, and
Oueenslander Rex Taylor in the ex-White-
ford twice AGP winning Lago-Talbol.
Then there was A. H. (“Curly”) Brydon
in a blown MGTC, Queensland hillclimb
champion Ken Richardson in a Mercury
Special, New Zealander Fred Zambucca
with his supercharged Maserati. Doug
Whiteford in his Ford Special. and Jack
Murray in a Cadillac-Allard.

Jones absolutely flew away from the

start. He badly wanted this win, as a
broken clutch in 1953 and thrown tyre
tread in 1952 had robbed him of well-

Dust flies at the start-finish line as ulti-

mate winner Lex Davison goes by W. S.

Anderson (Holden Special) in the 1954
Australian Grand Prix at Southport.

carned wins in the AGP. Jones. Davison
and Cobden led the ficld for lap after lap.
with Cobden setting the lap record at 3
mins 52.0 secs. Brabham lost his gearbox
on the second lap, and Tavlor was dis-
qualified for assistance in restarting after
spinning. Then after four laps Cofley’s
Cooper-Bristol came in for water, and from
then on boiled its radiator every few laps,
while Zambucca's Maserati  started mis-
firing badly.

But it was all Jones. On lap nine Cobden
got by Davison, but on lap 10, as crew
member David McKay was readying his
pit signals, Cobden tried to get past Sefton's
Ford  Special, spun, left the road and
damaged the Ferrari's suspension. More
drama was (0 come, however; lones passed
in one of the banned arcas, and the officials
gave him the black flag.

After one lap they rescinded their de-
cision, and he was left in the lead. But
on lap 14, with a 31 seconds lead on
Davison, Jones came hurtling down the
undulating back leg of the circuit, clipped,
the gravel shoulder and spun and slid 120
vards down the road and finally through
the trees and over a small embankment.
Jones got out unhurt and waved Davison
on.

Dick Cobden was making his bid for the
lead when he crashed the 2-litre Ferrari.
Here he passes Rex Taylor's Lago-Talbot,

Stan Coffey at speed in the Dowidat

Spanner Special Cooper-Bristol, which

finished eighth. Jack Brabham drove a
similar car, but broke his gearbox.

Davison’s crew gave him the “slow down"
signal, as he had 2 mins 31 secs on the
next man, Curly Brydon Davison went
on o win by almost two laps from Brydon.
with Richardson third and South Australian
Eldred Norman, driving a supercharged
Triumph TR2, in fourth place, Of the
28 starters, only 15 finished. It had been
Davison’s [irst win in eight drives in the

winner of two previous Australian GP's. AGP, and he and his wife, Diana, ex-
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changed a victory kiss at the trophy giving,

As fate played curious tricks with the
leading actors in the Southport drama.
Brabham went on to Europe and (wo
World Championships. Lex Davison won
three more AGPs and died in a tragic
crash at Sandown Park in 1965—I11 years
later. Curly Brydon is a top newspaper
executive, Doug Whiteford is still driving
and was an entrant for the Rothmans 12-
Hour, Jack Murray is still driving in trials.

What of Stan Jones? He retired in 1960
after a successful career. Of Southport,
1954, he says: “l am certain I have the
Australian record for going backwards™,



At first sight, it may seem strange that a manufacturer of automotive components
would design and produce a racing engine. But the racing engine of today
is a mobile test bed for the car of the future. No engine is better
than its component parts. No components are better than those
developed from racing experience. For Repco, the production of
the Repco-Brabham series of racing engines is a practical research
project of the utmost importance to all users of automotive
transport. It is an exercise in perfection, the findings from which
are reflected in still further improvements in quality of the many
Repco components supplied both as original equipment and
replacement parts. This Repco-Brabham Grand Prix racing
car points the way ahead for better parts for your car!

e way aliead!

REPCO — WHERE THE STANDARD IS PERFECTION
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Concentration: Canberra driver Greg
Cusack, driving a 2.5 Lotus in Speed
Week, in action in his Lotus 23.

e

S

Concentration: Hot prospect John Harvey,
former Australian speedway champion, at
work in his Repco-Brabham.

THE REAL RACING DRIVERS
By the famous SPORTS CAR WORLD columnist

| SUPPOSE one should start a diatribe
of this nature by saying that | am privi-
leged to know and love most of the top
racing drivers of Australia and quite a few
of the overseas hotshoes. But | won't.
Neither will | say that they are a disrepu-
table collection of amoral rats who beat
their wives and drink to excess and take
dope and bet on the gee-gees. But |
won't, because they aren't and don't.
They're just people.

They are fairly special people, naturally.
| mean you can’t go slinging half a ton or
so of tubing and fibreglass and recipro-
cating bits around the place the way most
of we nerds mimse around the super-
market parking lot, with our dandling
dollies and nodding neddies and bobble
fringe on the rear window, But racing
drivers aren't Errol Flynn in Dunlop
overalls with a dashing smile on their lips.
Gee Hill looks as though he should be but
your humble servant is sorry to disappoint
vou about that.

They're just people. Peter Manton
smokes Rothmans and likes Mercedes-
Benz and BMW cars (not as much as
Minis, should | say, mutter-mutter). Frank
Matich takes his boy to soccer at the
week-ends and spends half his life on
the telephone, Brian Reed is an exceed-
ingly good music teacher and Leo Geog-
hegan goes to car auctions.

All the things happen to them that
happen to other people. They shunt their
private cars when they drop a cigarette
down their shirt front, just like you and
I do, and they pay rates and sink the odd
ale in the interests of medical science.

But it's harder for them, of course. They
have to put up with the pit pest who asks
them: “Why weren't you braking later
than that? Are you scared of Beechzy?”
and bear it with a calm smile and a
friendly pat on the head.

The good motoring journalists (and
there are a few around) make allowances
for all this and keep out of their copy
little remarks like how J. Fred McKurk
was abominably slow because four nights
ago he hung one at the Horsepower Hotel

Off-duty, drivers are a merry bunch. Here as AARC secretary Geoff Sykes farewells

Brian Muir to England, Muir is toasted by (from left), truck sales executive Arthur

Grogan, Brian Foley, Warren Weldon, Kevin Bartlett, Barry Seton, lan Geoghegan, Doug
Chivas, Laurie Stewart and Les Howard.
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ROMSEY QUINTS
SAYS:

and forget where he parked his car. To
most of us the fact that racing drivers
are subject to all the faults and foibles
which come as standard equipment for
everybody only makes them bigger in our
eyes. It must be hard, for instance, to
concentrate on going brap-arp _through the
Causeway when you've got a hire-purchase
payment due on Monday and you can't
meet it because you spent the last of the
milk money on a set of white spots.

Hoo-boy. They are pretty special at
that. | mean, how many times have you
had a Pnemomenal Avoidance on the way
to work because you just had an argument
with the trouble-and-strife and slammed
out of the house, hreaking the glass in
the main door in the process. And you
drive like a steaming nit for the next 15
miles? Oh, yes. Stand up that man in
the back whao's shaking his head. You're
a bachelor? | hope your petunias die
then.

| think the racing car drivers come out
of this lot best of all. Concentration is
so important to them because if they have
a shunt they tend to hit the scenery fairly
hard. Greg Cusack covers he ground just
about more quickly than anyone, but he
runs a very hig business and his odd biffs
and spins have, | think, been due to men-
tally assessing the trade-on on a used
Volkswagen just when he should be allow-
ing for the total inherent instability of
that Formula Vee in front. Leo Geog-
hegan's car business keeps him just as
busy, but he has fierce powers of concen-
tration. We had a prime example in John
Harvey at the last Farm meeting. Harvey
only had one or two shunts in speedway,
which suggests about the same odds as
walking on the water from Tangalooma to
Southport, but he went in backwards at
Homestead corner. He was on his slowing-
down lap, caught a waved blue flag,
ganced, surprised, in his mirror to see
who was all over him like a rash, and
dropped a wheel onto some soft dirt. He
parked the Brabham sharpish-like against
a post.

He said later: "I got out of the wreck-
age and | was covered in fuel and count-
ing my arms and legs when Geoff Sykes
walked up. He said: 'Are you all right?’
and | agreed that | was. He said: 'Good,
let's go and have a cup of tea’. | walked
away with him thinking: ‘My God, |
thought it was a bigger prang than that!" "

Spencer Martin is another who concen-
trates like a champion chess player, and
Bib Stillwell was another. So do Glyn
Scott and Les Howard. Mind you, concen-
tration isn't everything. There are some
pilotes who just drive damn fast because
it's as natural to them as answering the
telephone. You can put Matich, Harvey,
Bartlett, lan Geoghegan and Jane in that
group. And Stewart, Brabham, on the
other hand, is a masterpiece of concen-
tration and applied skill.

The charming thing about all these
fellows is the amount of attention they
give to relaxing. After race day they really
work at it, as though they're striving to
boost the emotional let-down they get
when they step out of the car. Then they
became immensely enjoyable company;
most are great story-tellers, enterprising
party men and fine talkers with quite an

Will this scene be repeated in the Surfers Gold Star race? Here Spencer
Martin fights grimly to hold off a flying Jackie Stewart at Warwick Farm
during this year's Tasman series.

astonishing memory for races won and
lost years ago.

Helping them in this (as if they needed
any help) are the mechanics. These poor
hopeless wrenches are a bit like the Cape
Canaveral scientists who press the button
to fire off the Kia-Ora Orange Juice Special
or Tambstone Life Special or whatever it
is. The astrounant gets his face on teevee
and all they get is a voice in the back-
ground saying: “Five, four, three, two,
one—blast off! She's lookin' good".

But you might say that in both cases
the mechanics work harder for less reward,
but the driver has to pay the insurance
premiums. The scientist would feel a bit
of a goat opposite—locking Gemini Five
through a closing-radius corner just south
of Uranus (“Cross wrists, back to fourth,
mind the Formula Vee') and the mechanic
is pretty good at running-in bearings or
brakes but little else.

Just for the record, you should know
the mechanics. John Sheppard (the
Geoghegans), Bruce Richardson (Frank
Matich), Peter Molloy (John Harvey),
Claude Morton (Norm Beechey), Murray
Wright (Peter Manton), Bruce Burr (Greg
Cusack), Bob Atkin (Scuderia Veloce),
John Sawyer (Bob Jane), Glenn Abbey
(Alec Mildren) and a few others. If you
meet them, but them a beer. | get 10
per cent. for the free plug.

They do know a fair bit about one
another's work. Brabham builds a car
called something or other. Stewart, Clark,
Hill and McLaren have a pretty fair idea
of what spanner to use, despite the image
of the professional E. Flynn who pulls on
his kangaroo-skin gloves and dusts the
seat before he gets into the cockpit and
then says in a tight voice: '""Damn the
brakes—just give me more power”. Leo
Geoghegan pretends not to know anything
about the mechanicals but does; lan
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Geoghegan pretends he does and doesn't.
Matich knows a lot about what makes the
thing tick; Cusack doesn't, Martin does,
Bartlett does, Harvey doesn't, French does,
Foley does, Jane doesn't. And it's neither
to their credit nor discredit that they do
or they don't. Some simply have sense
enough to realise that the mechanic is
the high-priced expert and they accord-
ingly stay out of his hair. Others who can
help do. Me, I'm supposed to be the hot-
shot expert on road cars and | won't even
put in a new set of points if | can pay
someone to do it.

Looking back on this essay in behind-
the-scenemanship, | seem to have said
little about Surfers Paradise, contrary to
the instructions of my mentor, Mr. Keith
Williams, who has promised me a meal at
the Captain's Table (another free plug)
and a flight in his Tiger Moth if | wrote
something for his programme. Big deal.
He flies that thing as though he were
Peanuts' dog looking for the Red Baron.
| hope he gets shot down one day by a
TAA Boeing who has the gate shut on him
in short finals into Casino with a ground
fog and his altimeter gone.

Let me just say that | think it was a
very smart idea to swap the Jack Brabham
open-wheeler for Mayer's dragster without
telling them. A Brabham in the drags will
get shut down by that Fiat 500 with a
Galaxie engine. Mayer may cause some
strife every time he pops his chute in the
braking area and then gets out to repack
it. But it was a good idea, Mister Williams.
But | don't think you'll get away with it
when you tell the Rothmans field at the
end of 12 hours that they have to race
for another 12 because somebody lost
count,

Keep your Tiger Moth warmed up on
the strip. Five will get you ten you're
going to need it.
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GO WELL
they GO SHELL

BE REWARDED— DA T s
DRIVE IT suém!o;:ig{ N
CE

Be rewarded by the sparkling performance of its five

bearing Sierra engine, the sure-fected road holding bred on

afferded by its four wheel independent suspension, the ¥

positive rack and pinion steering, the quick action traCk and trall i

diaphragm clutch, the racy gear kox, all these features Throughout the world Datsun has a proven track
assure mile after mile of safe, exciting motoring. record, Wir‘lning E}lght tOp prizes from nine rallies

entered. Test-drive Datsun Bluebird at

1T A IRA BERK (QLD.) PTY. LTD. (QId. Distributors
116 Wickham Street, Valley, Brisbane, Phone 5 3561.

Renault (Aust.) Piy. Lid., 153 George ., Redfern, 69-6551




Our Competition Manager
is at this meeting and will
be pleased to discuss

our products with you.

LOCKHEED HYDRAULIC BRAKES
BORG & BECK CLUTCHES

PUROLATOR OIL-AIR-FUEL FILTERS
STEERING AND SUSPENSION JOINTS

Manufactured in Australia by
BRITISH AUTOMOTIVE INDUSTRIES PTY. LTD. EEE
P.O. BOX 37, BELMORE, N.S.W.

TOTAL TEAM DRIVERS IAN AND LEO GEOGHEGAN
RECOMMEND YOU CHANGE UP TO TOTAL PERFORMANCE

YOUR LOCAL DEALERS ARE:—

I DAVID LOCKHARDT — TOTAL SOUTHPORT
BARRY WELSH — TOTAL COOLANGATTA
i HARRY MOORE — TOTAL TWEED HEADS
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CHAMPIONS
CASTROL

GREG CUSACK — N.S.W. and Qld, 1% Litre
Champion and Australian Formula 2 Champion.

Ask Greg Cusack — brilliant 1965 racing champion. Ask top ’
Australian Circuit drivers John French and Brian Muir. They'll

tell you Castrol really gives safe, dependable lubrication under I
gruelling race-track conditions. Since motoring began, Castrol castrﬂ
have been the specialists in lubrication. Castrol make oil and

only oil. Castrol know oil. Castrol has been proved time and time ‘

again in international rallies. The World's Land Speed Record has

been broken 21 times on Castrol,

— The Masterpiece
Champions choose Castrol, so should you. in Oils.

11375 C195.86
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The Cars
and
the Men

Built for endurance: The Bartlett/Chivas
Alfa-Romea GTZ-2.

——
— - —

Current leader in the Gold Star—Spencer Martin The old Cooper Monaco. now running Qldsmobile— Old faithful: the Porsche Carrera for Sakzewski/Woelders,
{Repeo-Brabham), Osborne/Carter,

From Mew Zealand a modified Honda
coupe for Palmer/Stanton.

Another  9-Hour shot; The Epstein/Hawkins 250LM  Ferrarl. The Wood Brown/Sedaitis entry—a Morgan Plus Four
d Super Sport.

Peter Sutcliffe’s Ford GT40 |n the pits during the Rand
F-Hour,

L_.

i ictori ! P Spyd The Piper/Attwood 365 P2 Ferrari winning at
Bill Patterson's protege, John McDonald, in his Cooper Climax 2.5 ;:';TL‘:LE:?F“- the Hamiiton/Reed Parsche Spyder .Ruvergge: gt
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DAVID PIPER

PALL HAWKINS

JIM PALMER

Pl R
A %

BRIAN FOLEY

BRIAN REED FRED GIBSON

LED GEOGHEGAN ALEC MILDREN
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e Concas & Z)gzgance represenls a céa/gm?e b all Zeaa{ﬁng
Jashion designers who, through their creative genius, will no doubt
prosent imaginative ensemblos bofitting the occasion.
Combinations are unlimited. A chaffour driven Kolls Koyce
whase sophisticated occupant displays a magnificent eiening goun
and mink stole will be judged equally with the pert toenage
model wearing a superbly tailored suede suit and driving a
snappy sports car.
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The Tahiti-Mexico way

Only Oantas offers these 4

Wherever in the world you fly with Qantas you’ll enjoy that immense Qantas sense of hospitalit

AUSTRALIA'S




™

The Singapore-Bangkok way The Hong Kong-Orient way

| jetways around the world
s, as wide as the world Qantas flies to. See your Travel Agent or Qantas. m

OUND-WORLD AIRLINE e 45 YEARS OF DEPENDABLE SERVICE « QANTAS EMPIRE AIRWAYS LIMITED, with AIR INDIA, AIR NEW ZEALAND, 8.0.A.C. ond 5.A.A








































































